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Sunday 
In-Person Worship 

9:30am  
 

9:30am Live-Stream: 
https://www.facebook.com/

stjohnidahofalls 
 

or:  
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCqfTbbuM5U7-

lFB7bMslQaQ 
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Communion every  
1st & 3rd Sunday 

 
 

10:30am - Fellowship 
 
 

10:45am 
• Sunday School 
• Confirmation 
• Youth Study 
• Adult Bible Class 
 ……………………… 

 

Wednesday 
Bible Study - 10:00am 

The  

The Pinnacle of Gifts 

September 
2025 

A Publication of St. John Lutheran Church, Idaho Falls, Idaho  

In all our loving intentions of doing good 
for others, it is easy to forget The Pinnacle 
of Gifts while aiming at lesser things. 

The St. John Vision Bridge was         
graciously funded to take on a year and    
a half of instruction to develop a training      
center here to form disciples of Jesus who 
make disciples of Jesus. The team’s work       
continues in preparing a working, 5 to        
7-year plan to do so. It is exciting work    
as additional members are presently      
being added. 

One idea has stuck with me from our 
immersive training sessions:  

If you form a worshiper,  
you might form a disciple.  
If you form a disciple,  
he or she will most certainly 
become a worshiper as well. 

As a new school year begins, we have 
tremendous desires for our children. We 
want them to grow to be people of faith, 
character, conviction, compassion, love, 
generosity, honesty, faithfulness, and the 
list could fill up paragraphs filled with   
qualities and virtues we want to see in  
people we love. 

 

Indeed, each of these are gifts of God. 
James, the brother of our risen Savior    
Jesus, writes: Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shadow due to 
change [James 1:17]. 

We could aim at these good gifts of 
qualities and virtues, and we may very  
well develop very good people. On the  
other hand, if we give them Jesus, he 
alone works these qualities and virtues to 
proceed from the heart. 

In chapter 3 of John’s gospel Jesus has 
a conversation with a national, religious 
leader of God’s people during Jesus’  
earthly ministry. Nicodemus was a learned 
man, a leader of people, and he knew 
much of God and much of right living. Yet 
Jesus wants him to have more. He longs 

for Nicodemus to be born again spiritually 
to a new life. He wants Nicodemus then, 
and all people today, to be made new in a 
living relationship with God who alone   
provides forgiveness and life, even life of 
unending days in His presence. 

So what Pinnacle of Gifts does Jesus 
point Nicodemus to? He points to himself 
with these words captured in John 3:16-17:  
“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever         
believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him.  

All that Jesus desires for Nicodemus, 
and for all humanity today, begins with   
Jesus. Jesus, the only begotten Son of the 
Father, God in the flesh, who took on     
human form to reconcile us to himself  
once and forever. He did this through the 
sacrifice of his own body and blood on the 
cross outside Jerusalem. 

That gift of Jesus comes with the       
outpouring of the Holy Spirit until Jesus 
returns. When we give others Jesus, they 
also gain all the gifts of the Spirit, even the 
qualities and virtues that we want to instill 
in others. 

Don’t just give good gifts.  
Give The Pinnacle of Gifts.  
Give them Jesus. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come           
[2 Corinthians 5:17]. 

      In Him, Pastor Stephen 



KAWZ: 89.1 FM 

Sunday: 8:00am 

You can listen to 
The Lutheran Hour on these local stations: 

KIDG: 92.1 FM and on KID: 590 AM 

Sunday: 9:00am 
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Bunco will be held 
Tuesday, Sept. 16th, 

at 6:30pm.  
Bring $5 and a snack  

to share for “half-time”! 

Thank you to all who contribute to “1st Sunday Food Offering”.  

Many in our community are struggling to feed their families.  

Always high-need items:  
Cereal, canned pasta, peanut butter, chili, canned stew, canned tuna or chicken 

**monetary donations! *Generic brands are welcome.* 

**Since donations have been lower and the number of patrons needing help have greatly  
increased, the Food Basket is spending considerably more than in years past.  

All donations are very appreciated!  ***For every $1 given, the IFCFB can provide $4.80 worth of food!! 
 

PLEASE MAIL financial contributions to:  IFCFB, P.O. Box 2236, Idaho Falls, ID 83403 

Please continue to be aware of 
“scammers” that pretend to be    
Pastor or other church leaders 
in texts or emails to try to get 
you to send them money or gift cards. 

PLEASE, DO NOT respond to them.  
DELETE and BLOCK them if possible!! 

Hosted! 
Join us Friday, September 12th, at 

6:30pm for an adult evening of fellow-
ship at City Bagels (369 Shoup Ave.)  

Invite friends and bring an appetizer / 
dessert to share. Beverages will be  
provided. Hope to see you there! 



July 2025 Board of Directors’ Minutes 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

List of Attendees: Mike S., Pastor Stephen, Sandy T., Jacob P., Todd M., Penny S., Beth O., & Lee M. 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Stephen 

Committee reports: Pastor Stephen- See report on page 7. DCE: Jacob P. - see report on the youth page (page 5) 

Elders: Todd M.: 1) Proud and pleased with the leadership of Pastor Stephen, Jacob, & Morgan. 2) Partook in home 
visits this week! 3) Board of Elders meeting after the next Board of Directors meeting. 4) Elders are contemplating and 
beginning the nomination process of a new "Chairman of the Board of Elders”.  

Treasurer - Penny S.: Reviewing end of Fiscal Year Financial Summary. Budget met. 

Properties - presented by Mike S.: Plumbing repair project recap: Discussion on total cost and funding for work 

Total Cost: $20,030.69 

Proposed Options for Funding: 

$4,329.18 - Memorial Misc. 

$2,500.00 - Memorial Designated 

$20,388.46 - Thrivent Choice Dollars 

$3,617.69 - Thrivent Dividends 

$2,000.00 - BOD Contingency 

Recommended Option 

$4,329.18 - Memorial Misc. 

$2,500.00 - Memorial Designated 

$13,201.51 - Choice Dollars    (Leaving $7,186.96) 

Motion - Seconded - Passed 

Social Ministries - Facilitated by BOD. Lynn W. & Vicki J. have requested to start the process of finding a replacement 
for Social Ministries. Discussion held on returning to By-law definition of Social Ministries position as committee with 
multiple officers. 

Old Business: By-laws revisions update (adhoc voters’ meeting?) September 21st date for draft presentation to BOD 
by Bruce M. Bruce has also taken the lead on finding funding via grant for a new Elevator/Lift. Has discovered dollar/
dollar match grant up to 50%. Continuing to table this expense until current elevator/lift is inoperable. Current elevator/
lift is still able to be certified and pass annual inspection. 

Next Meeting Date: Set - August 10th    Closing - Beth O. motion to adjourn - seconded by Sandy T. 
(Full minutes on file in Church office)                                      (edited for space) 

July 2025 Board of Elders’ Minutes 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy,     the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

The July minutes are not available.  
 

(Full minutes on file in Church office)                                      (edited for space) 

 
 

You are invited to join us Wednesday mornings at 10am in the fellowship hall for  
Bible Study.  

Each week is a stand alone study, so if you miss a week, you are not “lost”. If you 
have a little one they can play in the nursery during study time. We would love to 
have you join in whenever your schedule permits.  

Call the office if you have any questions.  



 

Coffee & Conversation 
time after Worship is a great 
time to meet new friends 
and strengthen bonds in our          
St. John family!  
 

In order to offer this time 
of fellowship, we need    
individuals to serve as a 
host each week. Please 
sign-up if you haven’t 

hosted recently. You can host a Sunday by yourself,    
or share the fun & ask a friend to help! The sign-up sheet 
is located on the counter where coffee is served.  

Treats are optional, and can be homemade  
or purchased. Thank you! 
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Join us for the     
St. John potluck 

on Sunday,     
September 28th!  

The potluck is a great time to join in fellowship 
while enjoying a delicious meal. We ask that if 
your last name begins with A-H, please bring a 
dessert; I-Q, please bring a side dish or salad; 
R-Z, please bring a main dish or casserole. If 
you have food intolerances, just bring a meal 
for yourself that you can safely enjoy.  

 

Young Adult Fellowship 
Young adults (single, married, all are welcome!) 

are invited to join us each month for  
“No-Host Brunch”. 

Child care is available!! 
 

We are on hiatus for September,           
but plan on joining us in October!! 

 

You’re invited to the Rededication 
of the Good Shepherd Mural at 
Fielding Memorial Cemetery 
along with First Lutheran Church, 
on September 21st. Watch        
upcoming bulletins for details!  



Youth News & Events 

 

YOUTH SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS: ONE OF A KIND – From the way we look to the 
way we think, no two of us are the same…That is NOT an accident! In a community 
and world where fitting in feels like the goal, God invites us to live with purpose,     
confidence, and bold individuality. As a part of TNC we know what has already been 
written! Come and discover how our identity in Christ is not just another sequel. You 

have a unique mission that God has given you that only you can live out! Dare to be “One of a Kind!”  
 

Youth entering grades 6th - 12th, are invited to join The Next Chapter (TNC) –The St. John, Hope, & Crown of 
Life Youth are diving into a life-changing Year 5 as The Next Chapter!!! Join us this year as we raise the banner of 
our NEW Theme – “Tell the Story!” Paul tells us how we are “letters from Christ…written not with ink but with the 
Spirit of the living God on tablets of human hearts!” (2 Corinthians 3:3) We can’t wait to harness the power of OUR 
stories by bringing hearts together to grow further in our faith in Jesus! We are heading back into our School Year 
Schedule. We will be meeting in September on the 15th, 22nd, & 29th. 

We are excited to continue our TNC Youth “AT YOUR PLACE” events! Let us know 
if you’re interested in hosting or sponsoring a meal for a TNC Youth Night! BIG 
THANKS to the families who have hosted thus far!  

NO HOST BRUNCH CHILDCARE! – Calling all TNC Youth age 16 and older! Have you ever 
babysat or just like spending time with young children?! If so, we have the opportunity for you! On first 
Sundays of the month (occasionally second Sundays) young adults in our congregation get to know 
one another better over brunch! Some of our young adults have families with young children and are 

seeking your help to make this opportunity possible! This is a paid position that simultaneously is an opportunity to make 
meaningful connections with the littles of St. John! See Jacob for more details! 

Who / what is “The Next Chapter”? Our group (6th–12th grade) is based off Acts, chapter 29. Wait, there 
are only 28 chapters in Acts?! The book of Acts tasks us with understanding how we can be directed by the 
Holy Spirit and the role of Jesus’ lessons in our lives. God’s mission did not end after Jesus’ ascension into 
heaven. Like Peter & Paul, we too are challenged to be a part of The Next Chapter of His Church. This 
doesn’t end with chapter 28, it truly is just the beginning!  

2nd Olivia H.  
2nd Sterling M.  

July 2025 ~ DCE Report 
VBS RECAP! Beyond amazed at how God went before us for to create a SPECIAL week of VBS! 
1) 1st Ever St. John EXCLUSIVELY led VBS! 2) 31 Adult Volunteers 3) 44 TOTAL KIDS SERVED! – 14 SJLC children  
+30 Unaffiliated children = 68.2% Community Engagement! – That is the Mission of VBS! 4) 1st Year that had a       
Session and vital leadership opportunities created exclusively for YOUTH! 5) VBS Family BBQ had the most number  
of families from unaffiliated children during my time! 6) Blessed to partner professionally with Morgan in writing,        
implementing, & executing our first exclusive VBS at St. John!!! 7) VBS 2026 will once again be the last week of June 
22 -26, 2026! 8) Looking to expand our VBS Planning Team to continue supporting a growing mission event! 
2025 National Youth Gathering – New Orleans (July 18 -25): 1) Fundraisers have concluded and FULLY FUNDED 
our Trip to NYG!   2) We had our Final Prep Meeting before NOLA on Sunday, July 6th    3) Excited to watch our High 
School Youth experience the power of Jesus in a huge way with thousands of other Youth from throughout the entire 
United States! 
Special Notes: 1) Jacob’s mentor DCE – Ryan S. from Grace Lutheran-Pocatello concludes his call to GLC on July 25 
2) Your DCE is the new chair leader of the South Idaho Youth Leadership Team (S.I.Y.L.) 3) Flexed Time Off Post-
NYG – Following the conclusion of the National Youth Gathering, Jacob is planning to help drive his family back to   
Idaho. Looking for possibly one Sunday off on August 3rd. 
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• No-Host Brunch: ON HIATUS (Pre-Rally Day) 

•   1st – Labor Day – No TNC Youth 

•   2nd – Board of Elder’s Mtg 

•   7th – Pre-Rally Day 

• 12th – Hosted! 
• 14th – RALLY DAY SUNDAY 

• 15th – Newsletter Deadline! 
     TNC Youth Night @ St. John 

• 16th – BUNCO! 

• 21st – Board of Directors Mtg. 

• 22nd – TNC Youth Night @ Hope 

• 26th – 5th Annual Oktoberfest @ Pearl Hall 

• 28th – Potluck 

• 29th – TNC Youth Night @ St. John 

 

Memos from Morgan! 
For more information: please contact Morgan          (mepralle.dce@gmail.com or 208-522-5650) 

 

PRE-RALLY DAY IS SUNDAY, SEPT. 7th!   
Have your children come and join us as we gather everyone together for some large 
group games, fun, fellowship, and getting to know one another!  
This will take place during the normal Sunday School hour. Registration for Sunday 
School will also take place during this time! 
 

 
OFFICIAL RALLY DAY IS SUNDAY, SEPT. 14th!   
Join us to celebrate the start of the 25’-26’ Sunday School year with our teachers  
and children of St. John! We will be singing songs, jumpin’ in the bounce house, and 
having refreshments! 
 

Please bring a well-liked dessert from your family to share! 
 
 
APPLY TODAY! Nursery Attendant Position! 
During worship, some of our families would love to bring their children down to our 
nursery area. We would love to find some individuals who want to serve in this way 
and also help assist Morgan P. in the Nursery Sunday School class. Background 
check required. This would be a paid position from 9am-12pm.  
 

If interested or know of someone who could be interested, please contact Morgan P. - 
mepralle.dce@gmail.com or call the office @ 208-522-5650. 



July 2025 ~ Pastor’s Report 
• Redeeming Joy Sunday mornings— This is a 3-part study by Paul Tripp. We may go through Tripp’s        

5-part study of Jonah next. 
• A Life in Christ— Two new regular attenders, Scott & Melissa, have been taking this time of learning on 

Sunday afternoons. 
• St. John Vision Bridge Team— Dan K., Jacob P., Linda H. & Pastor Stephen continue in our work together 

as it intensifies with the promise of great blessings to St. John. Though the training is now complete, our 
team has much to complete and has some opportunities to review our work with PLI trainers. We are in the 
process of expanding our team to settle on a 7-year plan for moving the mission of St. John forward so that 
people come to faith and become followers of Jesus who make followers of Jesus! 

• VBS—Was spectacular. Many from the community joined us. Adult and teen leadership was energetic and 
caring! Jacob & Morgan brought a great team together and wrote and planned a great week of learning in 
Jesus! [June 23-27 ] 

• VBS June 22-26, 2026— Mark your calendars. The last week of June is our week to love our        

community together! 
• Home Visits —Wilma T. is strong again and will be returning to worship with us soon. Visits completed with 

Wilma and also Madeline S. & Family. 
• Northwest District Convention— was attended by Pastor and Dan V. The days in conference, study and 

worship were very uplifting. [June 19-21] 
• National Youth Gathering in New Orleans, July 18-25. Nine students will travel along with 5 adults who will 

give care through the trip. 
• Quarterly Men’s Gathering— Gun range, Pancake Breakfast, Day on the Lake Fishing, etc.… Who wants 

to help plan and champion some events to build up Men of St. John and their friends?! 
• St. John Master Calendar— Cheryl V. has put finishing touches on the proposed dates and events. A link 

has been sent to members of both boards. If your group wants changes made, please share the information 
with Cheryl as the Google doc will be updated so all can see it when logged in. 

• Rededication of Good Shepherd Mural at Fielding Memorial Cemetery along with First Lutheran, Idaho 
Falls, with Pastor Mike K. Elders approved of a September 21, 2025 rededication. 

 

UPCOMING DATES & EVENTS: 
• October 26   Reformation Day Observed 
• Nov. 2     All Saints Day 
• Nov. 27   Thanksgiving 
• Nov. 30     First Sunday of Advent 
• Dec. 3, 10, 17  Lenten Family-Friendly Dinner and Worship 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship 
Come and experience a spiritual growth opportunity with a group of Christian men    
at 6:30 on Wednesday evenings at St. John. This study will be centered around a 
course from the international organization, Bible Study Fellowship. The course is 
called The Road to Restoration which will focus on a period of Israel’s history found  
in a combination of excerpts from the Old Testament books of Ezekiel, Daniel, Ezra,      
Esther, Haggai, Zechariah, Nehemiah, and Malachi. This is sure to bring new          

understanding and insights to your faith life. You may sign-up in advance at the MyBSF.org website by      
choosing the Men’s study and then joining the St. John Lutheran Idaho Falls group. Our study will begin on 
September 10th. If you would like more information, please contact Alan Mueller. We hope to see you there! 


