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“Eight Days Later”
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The following devotion from Dr. Kari Vo of
Lutheran Hour Ministries is found in the
“Daily Devotions” archive at lhm.org.
Lutheran Hour Ministries provides volumes
of materials that strengthen and encourage
followers of Jesus.

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the
Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the
nails, and place my finger into the mark of
the nails, and place my hand into his side, I
will never believe.” Eight days later, his
disciples were inside again, and Thomas
was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.”.
~ John 20:24-26
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This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Kari Vo. Apr. 25, 2019

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ March 2022
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.)

The minutes are not available this month. An update will be provided during the May 15th Voters' Meeting.

St. John Spring Yard Clean-up Day
Please plan to join us Saturday, May 14th, for a “Spring Cleaning” of the flower
beds around our building. We will begin at 9am. Fresh coffee will be available
as well as a snack to help keep your energy up. We will be pulling up the old
weed fabric, doing some pruning, weeding & any other small jobs that will help
make it easier to maintain our grounds. Please bring any yard tools you have
(rakes, weeding / hand tools, shovels, pruners, etc.). We are hoping to have
many volunteers (we need some strong people to help!!) so the work will be
light and go fast. We are planning to be done around lunch time. If you have
any questions, please call Shirley P. (in the directory). Thank you.

Board of Elders Meeting Minutes ~ March 2022

(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.)

Board of Elders minutes for 03/08/22
Opened meeting at 7:00 pm at St. John. Those present, Dan, Jim, Mike, Jacob and Gene. Opening Devotion by
Jacob. Approved minutes of 02/07/22. Discussed Pastor Stephen’s recovery. Discussed DCE Intern Report.
Worship Services and Spiritual Life: a) Triad / update, no new Triads started. b) Lenten services will all be
at Hope, Pastor Pay will lead. c) Seder meal service 4/14 in Fellowship Hall. d) New member classes / Adult
conformation will begin after Pastor returns. Crown of Life services coverage adjusted due to Pastor’s recovery.
Communication is needed to return Communion entry / exit to pre-Covid process. We need to let the ushers
know of the change. Member contacts and care units: Jacob visited with Mark P., Brayden H. and John P.
Membership Actions: A family from COL considering transfer. Old Business: a) Scott S. agreed to stand for
Elder at the May voters meeting, Don C. has declined to stand for Elder. Josh P. is considering but has not
decided yet. Derek F has declined to stand. Dan will talk to Jeff P., Todd M. and Zak W. b) Hope house update,
used week by week as of now. c) Cottage meetings set for 3/20 and 4/3. To present the vision of the future of St.
John with a DCE (Jacob & an Elder to field questions from the members). We are moving forward with plans for
calling a DCE and the LCMS Placement Director has been notified. New Business: a) Have 2nd Sunday potluck
during Bible study time with some type of interaction discussion / questions. Moved and approved. Starting the
2nd Sunday in May. b) Cheryl requested to be out of the office May 1 - 11 and June 20 - 22. Pastor and Jacob will
be available during her absences. Moved and approved. c) Discussed budget, set salaries for Pastor, Jacob and
Cheryl and adjusted Elders’ budget as needed. Moved and approved. Gene will present it to the Board of
Directors at their next meeting.
(Full minutes on file in Church office)

(edited for space)
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Human Care

The potluck will not be held in May. (It is Mother’s Day and we have Voters’
Meeting on the 15th. The next potluck will be held June 12th, so be thinking of what
dish you want to bring!! This is always a great time of fellowship. If you have food
allergies or restrictions, feel free to bring your own meal and enjoy visiting!
Thank you to all those who contribute to “First Sunday Food Offering”. Your
generous support of the IF Community Food Basket is such a blessing to those
who struggle with food insecurity. The Food Basket accepts donations all month
long. Presently, the greatest need continues to be funds to purchase food.
The food basket is able to use monetary donations to purchase food in bulk for
pennies on the dollar.
Suggested items for May: Rice (1 & 2 pound packages), saltine crackers, macaroni & cheese,
feminine hygiene products. ***Generic brands are welcome.*** Please, NO GLASS JARS.

Please mail financial contributions to P.O. Box 2236, Idaho Falls, ID 83403

St. John offers care-giving through the Stephen Ministry Program
Stephen Ministers: Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by Stephen
Leaders to offer high-quality, confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people going through
tough times. A Stephen Minister usually provides care to one person at a time, meeting with
them once a week for about an hour. St. John currently has 9 trained Stephen Ministers.
Care Receivers: Care receivers are people - congregation members and others in the
community (a person does not need to be a member at St. John to receive care) - who
receive care from a Stephen Minister. These are people struggling through a difficult time in
life - experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or any life crisis.
If you, or someone you know, could benefit from the care
of a Stephen Minister, please contact the office.

Have you borrowed
anything from St. John?
Whether it was recently, or you’ve had
the items longer than you intended,
help us be wise stewards of what God
provides. PLEASE return everything
that was borrowed! We are missing
Love is … several items that are needed for use in
Remembering our ministry!
Also, please ask before borrowing.
to return
It is frustrating for volunteers not to
what you
have needed equipment because it was
borrowed!! borrowed without any one knowing.

Hello St. John!
I hope everyone had a wonderful Easter. It’s become my
favorite time of year to remember that Jesus has made us
right with God through his death and resurrection.
This month I want to share with you something short but
powerful that I learned at 1000 Young Leaders. It’s a little
tool to help us evaluate if we’re responding to where and
how God might be calling us. Throughout Jesus’ ministry,
He continually taught his disciples things that would’ve have
been new, surprising. I’m sure they were often left sleepless
as they pondered the amazing things the Lord was
explaining to them. Have you ever felt that way? Sometimes
we call them “ah-ha” moments; times where we learned
something and it left our minds buzzing with new thoughts.
Well, all to often, we let these thoughts die out. As
Christians we are called to action. These moments where
we receive new information should drive us to “imitate” or
try out what we learned. At times we’ll fail, falter, and get
discouraged just like the disciples did. But just as Peter
grew from being “one of little faith”, he would go on to
perform miracles so great that those in Jerusalem laid down
in the streets that his shadow might pass over them. Our
“imitation” should lead us to “Innovation”. I don’t say
innovation to mean invention or adding-upon something,
but rather in the sense that as our learning and experience
increase, we begin to find ways that the Lord would use our
skill sets. It is my hope that we can progress in this way as
God guides to do His work.
Yours in Christ, Ben
Information

St. John is once again teaming
with Camp Perkins to offer
Vacation Bible School to our
church family & our community!!

VBS will be held June
13th, 14th & 15th.
Please consider serving at the registration
tables, as a teacher / teacher assistant, helping
serve snacks, providing security, craft helper,
helping set-up / clean-up for the BBQ (Tuesday
evening), bringing a pop-up shade structure,
In addition to helping with VBS those days,
we are seeking families to help with housing
counselors from Friday, June10th - Wednesday,
June 15th. You can choose to host for all the
days, or just a few. Volunteer sign-up sheets
are now out. VBS will be held Monday Wednesday, with a mandatory training session
on Sunday, June 12th (following Bible Study).
This training is a requirement to be able to
help during VBS. A light lunch will be served
during the training session.
The success of VBS depends on many
volunteers like YOU, so please mark your
calendars & plan to share your time and talent
to help spread the Good News about Jesus!!

You can listen to

The Lutheran Hour
in Idaho Falls on these stations:
KAWZ: 89.1 FM Sunday: 8:00am
KID: 590 AM Sunday: 9:00am
KIDG: 92.1 FM Sunday: 9:00am

Innovation

Imitation
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Youth News & Events
YOUTH SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS: Stay tuned for upcoming youth studies!!
SUNDAY SCHOOL BIBLE BUDDIES: St. John has a NEW opportunity awaiting
for youth 10th –12th grade! You will have the opportunity to pair up with one of
the younglings & help them learn how to use their Bibles! However, you are not
required to be in charge! This is a great way to share the love of Jesus! For more
information contact Jacob P. or Beth O. (cava3906@yahoo.com)
Youth grades 6th to 12th, are invited to join The Next Chapter (TNC) – Our Youth
Group at St. John has EXPANDED! We have added another page to the next
chapter in partnering with our brothers and sisters in Christ at Hope Lutheran!
Our group is based off the book of Acts, chapter 29. But wait, there are only 28
chapters in Acts?! The book of Acts tasks us with understanding how we can be
directed by the Holy Spirit and the role of Jesus’ lessons in our lives. God’s mission did not end after Jesus’ ascension into heaven. Like Peter and Paul, we too
are challenged to be a part of The Next Chapter of His Church. This doesn’t end
with chapter 28, it truly is just the beginning!
We meet weekly on Mondays from 6:00-8:00pm to discuss hot topics amidst good fun,
food, and fellowship! Invite friends and join us!!
→»→»We will meet this month on the 2nd (Hope), 16th (St. John), and 23rd (Hope).
See Jacob Pralle or contact by email for more details!

Happy Birthday to youth
celebrating a birthday in May!!
May 27th ~ MacKinsey Owings

Rummage Sale
- Take #2!!
Despite rainy weather, our April yard sale went well!!
$1,300.00 was raised towards needed kitchen improvements!!
We heard from many members that weren’t able to get their donations to St. John in time for
the sale, so we’re holding another one! The dates for the sale will be announced soon. In the
meantime, if you have donations, please bring them by anytime during office hours. They will be
stored in the Youth Room until the sale draws closer. Volunteers are always welcomed & needed,
so please consider helping with this upcoming sale. Even an hour of your time will help. Any gift
of your time is very appreciated. Thank you.

Friends &

This is a monthly opportunity for Lutherans in the Idaho Falls area to
join in family-friendly gatherings in which we share a meal, a short time
of devotion, as well as time for fun and creative pursuits!!
Friends & Family who are don’t currently have a church home
or aren’t Lutheran are MORE than welcome! Invite friends!
•
•
•
•

Our evenings are scheduled as follows:
We meet for a meal at 6pm.
Children & adults separate for a short devotional / learning time.
Families come together for an activity and often a craft!
We begin leaving about 8pm.

May: Tuesday, May 17th, we will play Kickball & have a BBQ picnic at
Hope Lutheran Church and School. (2071 12th St.) {We will use
Hope’s gym if the weather doesn't cooperate!}
June / July: Summer months are busy and filled with fun! We
will meet one night for both June & July on Tuesday, June 28th. We will have
“Summer Olympics” style yard games and grill 'dogs and 'burgers! This will be a
very fun night, so invite friends and plan to attend!
“Coffee & Conversation” after Worship is a valuable
time to meet new friends or strengthen bonds in our
St. John family! It is an extra blessing when we have
coffee, tea & sometimes a small treat to enjoy.
We give thanks for everyone who has signed up for a
Sunday (or many) to serve. We are always looking
for volunteers to host. The more people who take a
turn to host, the less chance we overburden anyone!
You can host a Sunday by yourself, or share the fun
and ask a friend to join in.
The sign-up calendar is located on the counter where coffee is served.
Treats are optional, and can be homemade or store-bought. Thank you!
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