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Enter His Presence with Thanksgiving

The psalmist writes: Make a
joyful noise to the Lord, all the
earth! Serve the Lord with
gladness! Come into his
presence with singing!

Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we
are his; we are his people, and
the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanks-
giving, and his courts with
praise! Give thanks to him;
bless his name!

For the Lord is good; his
steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all
generations [Psalm 100].

Consider this: With our praise and
thanksgiving directed to God, we
enter his presence! Like a parent
hearing what brought a child joy,
God must lean in with deep interest
born of his love.

Today | shared some time with a
friend who is now 90 years old.
There were large rocks and
crystals arranged with care around
a beautiful tree in the garden. She
and her husband had collected
each one in their travels through
ldaho and several other states. Of
course, each rock had its own
story of time spent together and
with dear friends. God'’s gifts
through the years.

Perhaps the holidays ahead are

a great time to take a close look
at the things God has given us
and how those gifts have been a
blessing from his hand. Perhaps it
is time again to open old picture
albums with a dear friend or loved
one and to do so with the desire to
thank God for those who have had
great meaning in our lives and why
they still matter.

Make it a declared time to visit
again the grace upon grace that is
ours in Jesus. Perhaps there’s
even carousels of slides with
images of how much God has
poured out his love and blessings
on you and your family. Share it all

with Him! In Him, Pactor Stepten

e

i Sunday, November 2 1

Please join us for the Congregational
1| Meeting on Sunday, November 16,
' limmediately following Worship service.




September 2025 Board of Elders’ Minutes
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.)
September 2, 2025 Attendees: Todd, Scott, Bob, Dan, Paul, Pastor, Jacob
Opening Devotion “A Bit of Clay” - Todd
Minutes from August 12t meeting were approved as revised. Dan to file and adapt for Newsletter.
Pastor’s Report- see next page. DCE Report- see next page
Worship Services and Spiritual Life
Reviewed care unit contacts, visits and member needs. Discussed need to update Elder care units and
notify members of their assigned elder.
Reviewed that Sunday service will be held downstairs so new carpet can be installed. Potential Sundays
include Nov. 2nd, 9th, and 16th.
Vision Bridge timeline was discussed. Pastor has not finalized this. Doesn’t need elder help at this time.
Installation Sunday will be determined after Pastor’s vacation.
Next meeting: Tuesday October 14th, 6:30pm. Meeting adjourned with closing prayer by Pastor.

St. John offers care through the Stephen Ministry Program

- - Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by Stephen Leaders to offer confidential,
high-quality, one-to-one Christian care to people going through tough times. A Stephen Minister
'ﬁ h‘ provides care to one person at a time, meeting with them once a week for about an hour.

l Care Receivers are people - congregation members and others in the community - who

w V receive care from a Stephen Minister. A person does not need to be a member at St. John (or

. I of any faith community) to receive care. Care receivers are people struggling through a difficult
®

time in life - experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or any other type
of life crisis.

If you, or someone you know, could benefit from meeting with a Stephen Minister,
please let them know that this care is available to them.

Please contact the office to be put in-touch with a care coordinator.
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September 2025 ~ Pastor’s Report

20250921 Pastor’s Report to the Board of Directors
eGrateful for Paul P's & Jacob’s leadership last Sunday as my family celebrated my Mom’s 90t Birthday in CA.
eJacob and Morgan are working with dedicated leaders to expand what is offered for Sunday school. Morgan is
doing a great job updating the web page and our Facebook page. They are bringing great blessing to those who
volunteer and to children and families!!!! We so value the servant leaders installed last Sunday and those
prepared to share good news with children, youth and families in the year ahead.
eRededication of Good Shepherd Mural with Fielding Memorial Cemetery, along with First Lutheran, Idaho
Falls, Pastor Mike K., takes place today at 1pm. (Rescheduled to Sep. 28, 1pm due to steady rain.)
eJake H. with N.A. has asked permission the evening of Sunday, Sep. 28, for the group to arrive early to share a
spaghetti meal. All food will be prepared elsewhere & will be cleaned up before the official N.A. meeting begins.

UPCOMING DATES & EVENTS:
Sep 26 OKTOBERFEST -
Oct.4 NO HOST BRUNCH
Oct 26 Reformation Day Observed
Oct 31-Nov.2 South Idaho Regional Youth Fall Retreat “Dare to Share not to Scare”
Nov 2 All Saints Day
Nov 2, 9 & 16 POSSIBLE WORSHIP IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
Nov.16 Congregational Mtg
Nov 27 Thanksgiving / Possible Thanksgiving Meal
Nov 30 First Sunday of Advent
Dec 3,10, 17 Advent Family-Friendly Dinner and Worship Wednesdays
Dec 5 Advent by Candlelight @ St. John

Jun 22-26, ‘26 VBS

. Due to Thanksgiving and Christmas, we will not hold a
fE"OWShIp potluck in November or December. Join us in January for

POTLUCK™ R} our next fellowship meal!

September 2025 ~ DCE Report
YOUTH: TNC Youth Group - We will be meeting in September on the 15th, 22nd, & 29th,

TNC Flash Servant Event X I.F. Community Food Basket! - Continues to be impactful for our youth to see their
service having a big impact for folks with food insecurities throughout our community! Next Event: COMING UP!
Sunday, November 30t,

Southern Idaho High School Fall Retreat is coming up! Big emphasis on maintaining the growing momentum of
this event! Special Edition of this annual event is happening in Boise (hosted by Friendship Celebration Lutheran
Church). We will be there October 31st — November 2nd!

VBS REMINDER: VBS 2026 will once again be the last week of June (22nd-26th)!
YOUNG ADULTS: No Host Brunch! (Noon following worship and bible studies on First Sundays)
Next No Host: October 4t @ Smitty’s (W. Broadway)

Critical to continue spreading the word that we are providing early childcare for families with younger children! We
want to help them be able to make this opportunity!




Coffee & Conversation
time after Worship is a great
time to meet new friends

one and strengthen bonds in our

MeTHER Gt John family!

In order to offer this time
of fellowship, we need
individuals to serve as a
== host each week. Please

- = sign-up if you haven’t
hosted recently. You can host a Sunday by yourself,
or share the fun & ask a friend to help! The sign-up sheet
is located on the counter where coffee is served.

Treats are optional, and can be homemade
or purchased. Thank you!

GALATAN 5:1

P — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Watch your newsletter for the next gathering

| |
| |
: Hosted will not be held in November :
: to enjoy adult fellowship!! :

Bunco will be held
WEDNESDAY Nowv.
19*, ot 6:30pm.

Bring $5 and a snack
to share for “half-time”!

Young Adult Fellowship

Young adults (single, married, all are welcome!)
are invited to join us each month for

Child care is available!!

“No-Host Brunch”.

Join us November 9th, at noon.

We are meeting at Dixie’s Diner on

Channing Way.

Thank you to all who contribute to “1stSunday Food Offering”.
Many in our community struggle to feed their families.

Always high-need items:

Cereal, canned pasta, peanut butter, chili,
canned stew, canned tuna or chicken, canned
vegetables and **monetary donations!
*Generic brands are welcome.*

**Since donations have been lower and the number of
patrons needing help have greatly increased, the Food
Basket is spending considerably more than in years past.

All donations are very appreciated!

**For every $1 qiven, the IFCFB can provide $4.80 worth of food!!

PLEASE MAIL financial contributions to:
|[FCEB, P.O. Box 2236, Idaho Falls, ID 83403
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Youth News & Events

For more information on anything listed here, call or email Jacob at: Jcpralle.DCE@gmail.com or 208-522-5650

ANX' ETY YOUTH SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS: Anxiety & Stress Feeling overwhelmed? Like the
STRESS weight of the world might just be upon your shoulders? You are not alone! These are
normal feelings that we far too often try and tackle by ourselves. Join your fellow TNC
Youth in this 4-week study as we explore how connecting with regularly and surrendering to God transforms
our perspective on stress and anxiety! Come lay your burdens down and find that inner peace that comes from
God’s great promises for us!

Youth entering grades 6t - 12th, are invited to join The Next Chapter (TNC)-The St. John, Hope, & Crown of
Life Youth are diving into a life-changing Year 5 as The Next Chapter!!! Join us this year as we raise the banner of
our NEW Theme - “Tell the Story!” Paul tells us how we are “letters from Christ...written not with ink but with the
Spirit of the living God on tablets of human hearts!” (2 Corinthians 3:3) We can't wait to harness the power of OUR
stories by bringing hearts together to grow further in our faith in Jesus! We are heading back into our School Year
Schedule. We will be meeting in November on the 31, 10t, & 21st(TNC AT YOUR PLACE SIGNATURE EVENT!)

We are excited to continue our TNC Youth “AT YOUR PLACE” events! Let us know if Q
you're interested in hosting or sponsoring a meal for a TNC Youth Night! BIG THANKS to «0\“ .
the families who have hosted thus far! Place

SUNDAY—, NOHOST BRUNCH CHILDCARE! - Caling all TNC Youth age 16 and older! On first Sundays of
B R U N C H the month (occasionally second Sundays) young adults in our congregation get to know one another

better over brunch! Some of our young adults have families with young children and are seeking
your help to make this opportunity possible! We are seeking to fill a paid position for watching the
lities of St. John while their parents are at brunch! See Jacob for more details! .
d th th th k% afﬁ
% % 34 FllaP.; 9% Dale G.; 12 Audrey S.: 14* KamdynS. A
= Who / what is “The Next Chapter”? Our group (6"—12t grade) is based off Acts, chapter 29. Wait, there
TH[ are only 28 chapters in Acts?! The book of Acts tasks us with understanding how we can be directed by the
: N[Xij“ Holy Spirit and the role of Jesus’ lessons in our lives. God’s mission did not end after Jesus’ ascension into
heaven. Like Peter & Paul, we too are challenged to be a part of The Next Chapter of His Church. This
LIS doesn't end with chapter 28, it truly is just the beginning! ’

% =\ ™ \ Y Scott and Suzanne S. are coordinating a potluck style “Friendsgiving”
r&\é\y B~ W dinner for St. John members and close friends. The meal will begin
JOIN US FOR CR iy .
at 3pm on Thanksgiving Day. Scott and Suzanne are providing a
FRIENDSGIV[NG : turkey and a ham. Please contact Scott S. (listed in the directory) or
S|gn up in the Narthex if you would like to share this meal with

some of your St. John family and friends, and let him know what
dish you plan to bring (so we avoid duplicate dishes!).

AND BE THANKFUL

7 |
' ® «q{@ 4 j\,,’ Volunteers to help set-up & clear are always very welcome!




Memos tfrom Morganl

For more information: please contact Morgan (mepralle.dce@gmail.com or 208-522-5650)

U\

’/25 THANK YOU, BRANDY! We are so grateful that a member of our own
- congregation, Brandy, has taken on the position of our Nursery Attendant.
=¢ She will be available most Sundays downstairs in the Nursery (9:15am-12pm)
§ in case there are any families that need this service for their children during
worship and Sunday Bible classes. With a heart for Jesus and lots of
experience with children, we are so blessed to have her!

BINGO/White Elephant Gift Exchange - FREE!

Come test your luck and join us on Tuesday, November 18t, for a night of fun
from 6pm-8pm! All ages! We will be playing BINGO and doing a white-elephant
gift exchange. The BINGO prizes will come from the gift exchange. Please bring a
gift $15 or less (appropriate for all ages) to exchange with the group! There will be
a soup supper and awesome fellowship provided!

(Hosted by the Friends & Family Night Team)

AAPIPENNE) [N
NIOJVIEMBIEIR

e Oct. 31t - Nov. 2nd - TNC High School Fall e November 21st- Signature TNC “AT YOUR
Retreat (Meridian) PLACE” EVENT
« November 3r - TNC Youth Night - St. John o November 18th - Friends & Family Night — White
Elephant BINGO
o November 9t — No Host Brunch Dixie’s Diner
(Channing Way) o November 24th— Thanksgiving Break:
No TNC Youth

e November 10t — TNC Youth Night - HOPE
e November 27t — Thanksgiving Day Friendsgiving

o November 11th — Board of Elder’s Mtg Potluck meal 3pm (RSVP)

e November 16t — Fall Congregational Mtg

o November 17th - DOUBLE ISSUE
Newsletter Deadline!

e November 19th—Bunco!
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September 2025 Board of Directors’ Minutes

(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.)

In Attendance: Pastor Stephen, Jacob P., Mike S., Lee M., Bob B., Penny S., Lynn W., Sandy T.,

Opening Prayer: Pastor Stephen

Approval of July minutes. Motion made by Sandy, 2 by Penny. All approved. Motion passed

Approval of August minutes. Motion made by Penny, 2" by Lee. All approved. Motion passed

Committee Reports: Pastor’s Report, See report on page 3.

DCE: Sunday school Rally day was a success. Many new families in church this morning.

Sunday School has expanded to include 14 volunteers. Brandy will be with the nursery aged during worship

as well as Sunday school hour. There is a plan to separate out the littles class.

The Bulletin Boards throughout the campus have been updated.

Octoberfest will be held on September 26 at Pearl Health

Board of Elders: ( Bob B.) Head Elder is Todd M. Care Units are going well.

Properties: (Mark P. Absent; Mike S. Reporting)

The downstairs (men’s) bathroom will be gender neutral on Sunday mornings so that the nursery class will

not be disturbed.

Carpet is ordered and is planned to be installed after Jason and Tonya’s wedding (End of October). The

carpet has to be on-site before installation can be scheduled. Painting of the fellowship hall will start on
September 29,

Social Ministry: Looking for someone new to lead the committee. Several names were suggested. Lynn would
still like to head up Advent by Candlelight.

Treasure Report: See attached reports. Large expenses seen in August along with lower contributions. This is
normal for fiscal year. $10K was transferred from the investment account to Checking account.

A Venmo account has been set up for the Church.

Old Business: Bylaws update. Mike will speak with Beth & Bruce to get information that needs to be presented.
New Business: IT services are currently being provided by several people. It was proposed that we need to
find a person who can take point on IT services. It was discussed that this position could be volunteer at first
and after evaluation the hours spent and the need it could progress into a part-time paid position. This would
have to be added to the budget.

Closing Prayer (Paster Stephen)

Motion to Adjourn Bob B., 2nd by Lee M.

(Full minutes on file in Church office) (edited for space)




